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The President's Letter 


Spring is in the air. It is @ sad spring for Nova Scotia be- 
cause Miss Bateson is leaving us for a while, to make a survey of 
library needs and a plan for library service in Jamaica. Our good 
wishes go with her. If our goal is global thinking and progress we 
shall encourage ourselves with the thought of developments there. 
Great things sre happening in Jamaica in many fields. There is a 
wide spread adult education movement, based on the study group tech- 
nique. Several of their leaders have come to the Maritimes to look 
over the Saint Francis Xavier discussion group and co-operative 
program. Recently the British Government has granted 2525,000 to 
aid Jamaica's agricultural develppment over a five year period, whioh 

means that the agricultural authorities will be able to expand their 
work by about 60 per cent. Jamaica has a new-constitution and this 
year will see its first election by universal suffrage. The British 
Government his accepted the main proposals of Sir Frenk Stockdele, 
Comptroller for the Development and Welfare of the West Indies. This 
"Stockdale" Report is a most enlightoned and practical document and 
its proposals include pmjects for bettering education, housing and 
senitation. 


Before going eway Miss Beteson spoke to many Service Clubs and 
groups interested in a library for Hekifax. At s« public forum on 
"A Library for Post-War H.lifax" on March 20 the audience was most 
enthusiastic cbont a new library for Helifax which would give strean- 
lined service. Miss Bateson presented the regional library plan to 
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the! ‘Municipal Council of Halifax Connty in February and they went on 

record as favoring the estadlishmnt of a regional library. They appoin- 
ted a committee to consult with Halifax and Dartmouth. . One of the Coun- 
cillors commenting on the cost, said "I think it would be the best eight 
points we ever spent in our lives." Another stated: "I don't need to 
refor it to my ratepayers -- I know they want it." 


Books and libraries mast be @ vital part of the rehabilitation plans 
for the post-war world. Books are one of the essentials of adult educa- 
tion, vital for all of us, and of varticnlar use to men and women in the 
Services who will be training for new jobs or brushing up old skills and 
techniques when the war is ov:r. Communities without libraries will either 
have to build thom or they will lose uszsir enterprising, intelligent 
citizens who won't tclerate the rental malnutrition which lack of books 
implies. It is intoresting that the Archbishop of Canterbury, speaking at 
the first annual lecture of the National Book Council in May of last year, 
dcclared: 

If the puolic is to be awavo of the groat treasure house of 
literature and all thit it hes in store for covery member of the 
public, tren of course it is necessary tact bocks should de 
accessible and in thie we have meade ea great development of late 
through the increases of nudlic libhrarics and the splendid survice 
rendcrec by their ii vendl en, be wiich I gm sure this Council 
would wish to pay a he tofil tribute. 

? I hope we may go 2 little sopend thet and encourage the <ccumula- 
tion of private ibresias. however small; and one &ypgestion thet 
hes ocoen m.te hers, which I most heartily ondorse, is thet we 
should urge the prevision in ali new houses of built-in book- 
Shelvcs so thet those who do buy books will not be faced with 
_— mav oo for them the really vexatious eltorm tive of sither 

buying yooxsholvos, whish fcr thom may be difficult to afford, or 
lenving the beoks “ving aoout untidily. 
This is < plece Where architects and ouildcrs could further the 
cnuso thet wo hey t heart, if only they would teke it up. 


he 
C ©. 
Onc of the probleme discussed by the Conadian Libr. ry Council in its 
l-=st mecting wes the est.dlishment of « Nationmi Librery for this country. 
Th.t we shell heave one in time thore is no auestion, because it is needed 
in Cennada. But with cver half cf our vopuletion lacking any form of lib- 
rry service, it seems sensible to conccentrstec for the time being on get- 
ting libraries in those lprge arens whore there are none. Before the — 
hcuse gocs up the foundation has to be & id. There wes an intorssting cnd 
timely cditoriel in the Halifex Hernle on Pebdrusry 16: 
What sbout 2 navivnal Liorcry? Mony countrics Ieve, or heve had, 
very fine mitional librerics. And it is now proposed by the 
Cam dinn Libr:ry Council (who are preparing « brief on the subject) 
that Canadn too should have «= nationzl librery as well. Netioncl 
libraries in themselves are doudtless of inestim.ble velue to the 
people to whom their fecilitics ere readily accessible. But 
people in. uhis pers of the country will be more interested in 
vrov iding livre rics which they will be nble to see and use then 
28 supporting the building of one which few cf them will ever see 
21d still fewer wiil de adlo to use. 
While the province of Prince Edward Island hes ‘excelle nt library 
facilities, the Capit? City of Nova Soctic is still without th: 


convenianes of e moéorn iibrery. «4nd the picture cculd de aur~ 
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licated over nd over :gsin in occuntless Canadicn villages end 
towns e 

Let us have a national libr.ry by «11 moans -- some time -- but 
let us first have modern libri.rics in all our citics, in «11 our 
villeges cnd-towns, «nd the countrysides cs well. 


- Merion Gilroy 


oe 





Progress Reptrt 
of tho 
Canmndicn Library Council 
by Mi 
Nore. Bateson 


The Council held = mesting in Winnipeg in January, with Miss 
Margaret S. Gill cs the now Chairman. fMThe incorporation of the Council, 
which hes been delayed because of teshnicclities, is now « fact end the 
constitution with its technical amendments will be sent shortly to ell 
mombers of tho Maritime Librery Association for ratification. We must 
cll be appreeis tive of the work of Mr. Senderson and the Toronto Pudlic 
Library's Mr. J.C.M. Mecboth, K.C. for thoir services in connection with 
this business of inccrporetion. 


On incorpor:.tion the Ccuncil roceived a grant for $4,000 from the 
Carncegic Corpors tion for the current your. It w.s decided th-.t part cf 
this fund shoule bo used tc secure the services of a Secrotary es the 
emount of work to De done is more thin any Che irmon can undert:ke,. 


Theo Council plans -1lgo to put out scme pudlications: e Directory «sf 
Lidrcorians in C:n-ds, ond™-mphict "Rural Crnide Needs Librerics" sre 
tc ve issucc immnodictely. The Directory will be mailed to mombers of ell 
Provinoi-l Assucictions «nd the ppmyhlet can be gecured by upplicetion to 
the Ch:-irmen, or, in the Maritimes thr-ugh the Nova Soctia Rogionsl 
Lidrarics Commissicn, 84 Hollis St., Hlifax, N.S. 


Other pudlic: tions planned wore en attractive dbullctin on librcericn- 
Ship «8s 2 professicn, ts gotho r with a stc.tomont as to the type of libdr=-ry 
training now avrileble in Caneade, for use oy rehsdilitcation ecgoncies. 
The Council slss propogos to issue ct on early date «= Canrdicn Librory 
Bulletin. — 


The question of B.cks for Britcin «nd for librerios in other ccun- 
trics which havo suffored devastaticn wes discussed. There <re several 
dodies making such collections. We thought it advissdle te finc out 
what cash was doing and if there wes eny ococper:tion between thom dofore 
m.king &ny plsns cursclvcs. 


The Council his prep. sed reedhng lists for the C.B.C. in connection 
with the programme "Pcoples on tho March", ond plans to do similer lists 
“S$ ths opportunitics present thomscolvos. 


The quostion of s National Library was, of course, an import:nt 
sudjcet of Giscussicn; Mombcrs cf the Council hed £11 submitted vricfs 
for their caress cane Mr. Saunders, rcotiring Chrirmsa, ms still working 
cn the amalgamation of these into 2 national brief. Marion Gilroy is 
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prep:ring some comments on « Netion:l Lidrery in this issuc of the Bul- 
letin. It seoms to many of us thet Contda's most urgont n-tionsl 
library prcedlem is not © Dduilding in Ottewe out some Dominion essistcnce 
to those parts of our nation which lack cny sort of sdoquete libro ry 
sorvicc. A Netionel Lidrery in Ottawa would strongthen cxisting 1ib- 
r°riss but would do nothing to offset the reclly eappcling leck of 1ibd- 
rerics in so many of our provinces. . 


I woule likes to teke this onportunity of scying = tomporery fcre- 
woll tc members of the Maritime Lidrery Associsticn. On Merch 27th I 
om going to Jemsnics ona yoar's lo ive of absobec ti mke plans for lib- 
rary development there. I gc with the ccnsunt of the Regicnel Librerics 
Commission =ne the Helifeax Rehavilit:tion Committcc. There is hopa cf ae 
livrery for Hilifex City snc County, out there will ve dcoleys owing to 
the Gifficulty wf vuilding, otc., rt this timc. In the intervel there 
28 ¢< vory intcresting job to Be dcne in Jomeion snc I le-vo the work of 
the Rogicn-l Libr rios Commissiin in the very ocp.dlo hends of Mcricn 
Gilroy. 





Mecting of the M.L.A. Exccutive Ccommittce 


On Moncey, Moy 22, =t 2:30 p.m., there will be 2 meeting of the 
Exccutive Committce of tho M.L.A. in the Librery of Acodin University, 
Wolfville, N.S. Will the members cf the Executive who wish overnight 
accommodation plense write the Acadian Librarian, Mrs. M.K. Ingrchan, <s 
early cs possible. 





YVoodstock Ahead! 


“he L.P. Pisher Livrery 2t ‘Joodstcck, N.3. wis om of tho first 
librs=ries in the Maritime Provinces ti intrvcaduce "the story hour" into 
the week's schedule. Now it is in the Ven cgsin, this time with 2 stury 
hour Sy redio. Miss Starrett, the librericn, his rocovoredc fr.m her re- 
cent illness snd is ready for werk “gain. 


News from Snint John, N.B. 


A letter fr.m Miss Hope Jarvis, Secretary of the Ssint John Branch 
of theo M.L.A. and Convenor of the Lidrarics Cummittee .f the Canedian 
Feceration of University Women, arrived just “s we were reacy to go to 
press. The letteer was full of nows anc suggestions. ‘Je quote the 

fcllowing: "There heve deen two mectings of the Saint John Branch of 
the M.L.A. since I last wrote. In Janucry we were invited to the home cf 
Mr. and Mrs. Goorge Wells to sec their collcction of Lcbrador oreft;- 
carved walrus tusks anc furs. Supplemented with photegraphs ana the 
tales of Mr. Wells’ oxperiences, it gavo us a vory graphic picture cf life 
in Labrador. Miss Mergucrite Berton rovicwed "Made in China" vy GWrnelie 
Spencer. Tho Fovruary mecting wes held at my hme and Miss Gertrude 
Mullin telked on the book "Regency Rounds »out", vy D.M. Stowart, which 
tells of the socicl customs nd concitions in England in the Regency aays 
ant weg greatly enjoyed by all. Miss Berton elso reviswoc Maua Hill 
Benton's "Prom Cairo tc Khyder to Coledves". 
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Librarians Attention 


Miss Jean C. Gill, Librarian of the Legislative and Public 
Library, Charlottetown, P.E.I., is looking for copies of the Cam dian 
Patent Office Record prior to 1930, Will any librarian having dup-- 
iicates of these please write Miss Gill. She will offer exchanges. 





Halifax Library Club 


The program of the Halifax Library Club for the year 1944-44, 
has been ca@itered ground Carsdian Art and related sudjects. One parcr 
one paper has been given on early Canadian Art, to be f ollowe’: by 
another on The School of Seven.. 


a very fine film on the Art of A.Y. cackson was shown at ons 
meeting, also an unususlly heautiful em inforimtive one on Handicrafts % 
2m the Province of Quebec. Crafts in Quebec have reached a perfection 
of design and execution unrivalled anywhere cn this cortinent. 


ifiss Black of the Provincial Depertment of Handcraft and In- 
aQustry wes the guest speaker &t orm of the Library Club meetings. She 
~oported tie.t the Dep&rtment has drawn up a valuabie and progressive 
vrogram, which includes among other things, tue fostering of the cul- 
biral and economic development of handcrefts in the Province, rehabili- 
tation, provision of tezchers, lecturers, didliosraphies, equipment 
end tocls, and suitedle exhibition sné publicity. A worxshnop has also : 
been esti lished in the city to cariy on exAsriments with native clays : 
ané minerels. 


The Club members visited two librarics, the Dartmouth Pubdlic 
anc the new Mount St.Vincent library for the people of Rockingham. 
39th libraries are doing excellent work to provide for the ever frowing 
rec.ding intcrests of the public they serve. It is the sincere hope of 
vne Club tht the time is not too fer distent, when library facilities 
Will be available to everyone in Nova Scotia 


Evely:: M. Campbell 
Seeretary 





Notes ana Personzlis 


From Miss Vinifred Snider, Mount Allison Memorial Library, 
Seckvillec, N.B. 

There is roslly not © grect deal of Mount Allison nuws to 
write you. We seem to be going clone much cs usual. Our circulation 
goes up end down, with no apperent reason. Ist yeer it decrecsed, 
this yoar ir his incre:sed slightly. The students have less time for 
reading than they hive evor had, which might cccount for a decrease in 
circulation. (I am spcaking of their “outside roeding", since we have 
ac open shelf systom for their reauired recnding and keep no circuletion 
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record of these books.) On the otwr hmd, in spite - or perhaps 
becéuse - Of their decreased leisure the students sre more anxious to 
ro.d then in pre-ewer yecorss 

It is intcoresting to note thet the circulation of poeriodiccls 
and psmphlets hes precticclly Wubled during the pzst yer. This 
probably hres 2 dircct connection with the lessened hours of lisure. 
There is undoubtedly 2 desire for brief, factuzl, up-to-the minute 
inform:.tion among our readers. The current numbers of mogezines sre 
decidedly dog-ccred before they even rench the stacks, and the chronic 
st. te of disorder in tho «rrengement of the periodic. ls on the megezinea- 
rock is due to constent use of the megrzines and not to neglect on the 
part of th librory steff. pine 

We have a very keon group of young army lads et the university 
now. They have prictically no sp.ro time, but in their ten-minute orevks 
vetween classes they dash to the libroery for books. One boy hes swel- 
lowed Ir vics' "Mission tc Moscow" -nd Hindus' "Mother Russi" in two 
almost incredibly swift gulps, spiced by everything he could get on 
Leon: rdo de Vinci. 








From Mrs. B.F. Moore, Librarian, Moncton Public Library, 

The Friends of the Librory now h®s = membership of over 400. 
Mre AoW. Trugmon, Supt. of Schools in Seint John (and = membor of the 
Seint John L”brvry Boxrd) spoke ato well ettended meeting on Feb.7th,, 
under the cuSpices of the FP. L. Ae, in fect it was their annurl meeting. 
They presented the Library with « cheque for $150.00 for the purchase 
of-new books. We <ro trying to buy some useful reference cand technical 
oooks with some of theo moncy. 

When the Board of Trade drow up their post-w r development 
plan for th City, thy included :n ostimte of $75,000 for a new 
Librery, Municipal snc Federal money. 

Miss Condon resigned in December md left Jan.15 to join the 
W.D- Of the R.C-A.F. At proscnt she is doing Lidrery work in the 
station ¢&t Rockcliffe. She was suceceded here by Mrs. C.Macwillicm. 

The Lioneton Socis ty of Art exhibdits one of their original 
paintings in the Librery. The painting is changed ebout every two 
weeks. An itom regarding it appears in the Press3 this is usually 
followed by intcrestod porsons visiting the Liovrary to sce the pictur. 





From Miss Dorothy Cullen, Acting Librs rican, Prince Edwerd 
Isl. nd Libr: rics: 

3400 dooks edded during 1943 bring-the vdoodkstock of the Prince 
Edw. 8d Islind Librerics to 60,805 volumes. We notice a considers dle 
drop in the number of dooks pudlished this winter, and in partimwler s 
Shortage of reprints to repl.ce worn out fiction. 

The statistics of library circulstion for 1943 show « drop of 
ne:rly 4% in books borrowod from >ranch libreries. However, the oranches 
.t Murrey River, Craprud, Summcrsiadc, Wellingtm, Brad-lbane ond Murray 
Harbour atteined 2 higher circul tion then for 1942. A grecter number 
of schools m.de use of the libro ry ~]Jso. 320 schools in 11 borrowed 
boox-collections for class use, 88 getting them from branch libr: ries, 
snd 232 from libr:ry heedqurrtcrs. 

As the sir stntion :.t Gherilottetawn has bocn changea to an 
ReC-A-F. Staticn, the membors of th R.AJF. heave been trensforred snd 
with their dep:rturc th Chorlottesown P.blic Library ks lost many 


f.ithful rocders. The st» tion librmry 1benea vy the Prince Edward 
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Iskend Librarics hes boen returiied, but wo cxpoct « ro quost for tho 
amo service to tho now personnel. 
Our regular winter serics of book reviows is boing brocd- 
cast by CFCY on Seturdsy evenings ~t 6:45. This change of time from 


the morning perbod which it used to occupy omedlos mny people to tune 
in who couldnot do so beforo. 


From’Miss Joan C. Cill, Librarian Logislative and Public 
Library, Chrriottetown, P.E.I-: 

We have nothing very stsrtling to report. Our circulition 
gst.tistics for 1943. show - small decrecse which is expliceble by the 
icet thet the library was closed for one month for redecoration and tho 
instellaticn of fluorescent lights. This improvomant ws greatly ap- 
prccinted by patrons and staff alike. There is « continucd demand for 
voehnicoel books by the men in the scorvices. The st. ticn in Cacrlotte- 
sown has been chanzed from R.A.F to R.C.A.F. and although we «re glad 
+5 welcome the men from the different p.rts of the Empire we miss the 
English readers, &s they took grat advantrge of our library facilitics. 

Last yoar, is soncthine now, we drow the ittenticn of the 
pnuolic to British Bcok Week, which es you Know was sponsored by the 
American Tibrary Im cernat sional Relations Bosrd, 2nd is being innugurated 
to help developasyrpathy am understanding gm ong the countrics which 
will maxe 4 thc postwar world. During this week we were «dle to 
circulate many interesting becks which might othcrwisc be overlvcoked. 

At the boeginsing of 1943 wo folt the need of a new registrea- 
tion, and by December Slst we hed registored 4213 berrcwers. 


Viseount Benrstt, former Prime Minister of Oana da, in donating 
more than a miiiion dcllars tc educational institutions in Concdc,: has 
not forgotten Meritime Librarics. MThore is a specisl gift for the 
Silver Jubiice Library 27% oe A Cope, founded somo yours «go by 
Mr. and Mrs. John Aiinn Deummeré The Law Library of Ds ‘Thousie Univer- 
sity anc the Librery of Shirrsif “Hell are clso remomberce. 


ro in bebe * U.5. on Merch 14 soriously camged the 

c Library. ont of 26,000 books on the shlves of the 
Library about 22.,0C0 ore cemagod. The bicgraphy scction was practically 
wived out, ana ‘he history end trevel secticns sufferod groz.t loss. 
Piles of Yarmouth nevsvapers complete from the first issues were de- 
strovyed. aA Bioic of the 1/”th cemtury vahued at $500 wes also lost. A 
lett ¢ written on Merch 15 by @ Yarmouth ledy to the Editor of this 
Bulletin, contains thse following inspiriting scntence: "It seems to 
many of us privete citizens tint this is the time to make co grend effort 
tc Greet a proper building for housing whit books wo Ive left and those 
we may be able to aca to our lidbrery". 


{Saint John news cont. from pe4) Miss Jarvis writes tht the Saint John 
Pree Public Library 30ard has recommended to the City Council that after 
ths war a fireproof annex for irreplaceable material be added to the Lib- 
rary. Miss Vaugnan, the. Librarian, ig "xing a reserve collection of war 
booxs by withdrawing from circulation for this purpose duplicate copies 
c* the mogt notabdle pudlicat.ons. A new member of the M.L.A. is Miss 
_ 11.5es Machum of Westiieid, N.8., formerly on tre staff of the Townto 


Hlic Libraries but now 5eac hing Library Science in the Modern Business 
Coilege at Saint John. The Library Cwmmittee of the C.F.U.W., with Miss 
Jarvis at the head, is getting into swift action. A circular letter sup- 
dorting an immediate plan for a National Library in Canada-has been going 
the rounds of the FPederation Clubs. 











